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AnmendlnmeBiUs to tSae claims 



1. (currently amended) Apparatus for performing location-dependent data processing 
operations comprising, in combination, 

a relational database management system for creating and updating data structures 
u prising a first set of one or mnre relational tables describing objects, said data structures 
including means for storing data specifying the geographic location of at least selected ones of 
said objects, 

means for storing reference data in a second set of one or more relational tables 
describing a plurality of system defined regions, said reference data including the specification of 
the geographic location of each given one of said system defined regions and a human 
interpretable description of each given one of said regions, 

a user-manipulated control for solooting a p in t i c ular ono of aa id TPgioiw, comprising: 

means for visually displaying to a u s er said human interpretable description for 

said system defined regions, 

m^ans fnr acce pting from said user p n identification of a plurality of system 

defined regions, and 

means for generating the specification o f * new user defined region consisting of 
the combination of said plurality of s vstem defined regions, and 

m* a »s for storing refe rence data de s cribing said new user defined region in said 
second set of tables, and 

means responsive to said control for transferring selected items of said reference data to 
said means for storing geographic location data associated with one of said objects. 



A 



2. (currently amended) Apparatus as set forth in claim 1 wherein said data otrueturoo 
Jcu uiib iug ubj ootJ ore m lnti on nl tn hl m drnrr^^p ™™ ™r-mnr« ^mrm t u a u u wh having a googr nphie 
location rorving - ono uf m i d jjol cm defi n ed r o gio nn user-tmnipi ilated control farther comprises 
™* a ns for identifying a selected of said regions described in said second $et of tables and for 
transferring da t* specifying the geographic location of said sel ected one of said regions to said 
fir st set of tables to specify the geograph ic location of a specified one of said objects . 
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3. (original) Apparatus as set forth in claim 1 wherein said means for storing reference 
data includes means for storing said reference data in a hierarchy of regions. 

4. (original) Apparatus as set forth in claim 3 wherein said hierarchy of regions consists 
of a parent-child hierarchy of levels holding regions of decreasing size characterized by each 
child region having a geographical extent the lies within the geographical extent of its parent 
region. 

5. (original) Apparatus as set forth in claim 3 wherein said reference data defines the 
boundaries of each of said regions and wherein any first region having defined boundaries within 
the boundaries of a region is nested within said second region within said hierarchy. 

6. (canceled) 

7. (canceled) 

8. (canceled) 
9> (canceled) 

10. (canceled) 

1 1. (currently amended) A method for performing location-dependent data processing 
operations comprising, in combination, the steps of ' 

creating and updating data structures describing objects in a first set of tables in a 
relational database management system, said data structures including data st ructures for ote gmg 
specifying the geographic location of at least selected ones of said objects, 

storing reference data describing a plurality of system defined regions in a second set of 
tables in said relational database system, said reference data including the specification of the 

3 
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geographic location of each given one of said system defined regions and a human interpretable 
description of each given one of said system defined regions, 

employing a user-manipulated control for performing the substens of: sel e cting a 

par ticular en o of said r egions? 

visually displaying to a user said human interpretable description for said system 

defined regions, 

accepting from said user an identification of a plurality of system de fined regions, 

and 

generating the specification of a new user defined regio n consisting of the 
combination of said plurality of system defined regions, and 

storing reference data describing said new user defined region in said second set 
of tables, and 

transferring it ems of qni H ™fflrannn Hntn r .&X fx\tnd_\mr i g n aid oontr el said reference data 
describing said new user defined region t o said data structures to associate said partic ular one of 
naid rogionc new user defined region with one of said objects. 

12. (currently amended) The method set forth in claim 1 1 wherein said data structures 
describing objects are relational tables describing one or more services each having a geographic 
location serving one of said system defined regions or one of said user defined regions. 

13. (original) The method set forth in claim 1 1 wherein said step of storing reference 
data includes the step of storing said reference data in a hierarchy of regions. 

14. (original) The method set forth in claim 13 wherein said hierarchy of Tegions consists 
of a parent-child hierarchy of levels holding regions of decreasing size characterized by each 
child region having a geographical extent the lies within the geographical extent of its parent 
region. 

1 5. (original) The method set forth in claim 1 3 wherein said reference data defines the 
boundaries of each of said regions and wherein any first region having defined boundaries within 

4 
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die boundaries of a region is nested within said second region within said hierarchy. 

16. (canceled) 

17. (canceled) 

18. (canceled) 

19. (canceled) 

20. (canceled) 
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